MUSIC AT WESLEY
TUESDAY LUNCHTIME CONCERT
Wesley Church Centre, St John St, Chester CH1 1DA
May 12th 2026, 12.45pm

Yuxuan Zhao- Piano 

Kreisleriana Op. 16							Schumann (1810 – 56)
I. Äußerst bewegt (Extremely animated) 
II. Sehr innig und nicht zu rasch 
III. Sehr aufgeregt (Very agitated)
IV. Sehr langsam (Very slowly) 
V. Sehr lebhaft (Very lively) 
VI. Sehr langsam (Very slowly)
VII. Sehr rasch (Very fast) 
VIII. Schnell und spielend (Fast and playful)

Andante Spianato and Grande Polonaise Brilliante Op. 22	Chopin (1810 – 49)

Gargoyles Op. 29 (1989)							Lowell Liebermann 
I. Presto								(b. 1961)
II. Adagio semplice, ma con molto rubato
III. Allegro moderato
IV. Presto feroce


FUTURE ‘MUSIC AT WESLEY’ CONCERTS
[bookmark: _Hlk139949441]      Tuesday Lunchtime Concert Series, 12.45pm, Retiring collection
 			May 19th:		Rachel Fillhart (clarinet), John Gough (piano)
May 26th:		Richard Haslam (guitar)
June 2nd:		Leora Cohen (violin), Ariel Lanyi (piano) 

       Saturday Organ Recitals Series, 12.45pm, Retiring collection 
May 16th:		Jeremy Heald (Wesley)

Thank you for supporting this recital. The retiring collection (suggested minimum donation £4 per person) covers performer, performing rights and other direct expenses, with the balance in aid of Wesley Church funds. If you are a taxpayer it would be much appreciated if you would donate using a Gift Aid envelope (just add your name, house number & post code).
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Yuxuan Zhao was born in China in 2002.  He is currently studying for his Master’s degree at the Royal Northern College of Music (RNCM) in Manchester.  Before coming to Manchester, Yuxuan studied as a Junior at the Shenyang Conservatory of Music, winning many competitions such 2nd prize in the Korean Young Chang International Competition, 2nd prize in the Beijing International Musical Festival and Academy Competition, and 1st prize in the LUYI Piano Competition.

In 2020, Yuxuan was awarded a full scholarship and living grant by the Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music (ABRSM) to pursue his Bachelor’s degree at the RNCM with Professor Graham Scott, and share some lessons with Bingbing Li. During his studies, Yuxuan won First Prize in the UK Appelbe Piano Prize and the Mark Ray Recital Prize 2022 and Third Prize at the Birmingham International Piano Competition. In 2023, he won Second Prize in the Sheepdrove Trust Piano Competition and competed in the preliminary round of the 2025 Chopin International competition in Warsaw. In 2024, Yuxuan was awarded the Yamaha Music Foundation Europe Scholarship.  

Yuxuan has played various concerts, including Beethoven’s Piano Concerto No 3 with the Stockport Symphony Orchestra, Rachmaninov’s Concerto No 2 and Tchaikovsky’s Concerto No 1 with Burnley Orchestra and Shrewsbury Orchestra, and Mozart’s Piano Concerto No 9 in North Ireland. He has been invited to perform across Europe, including Stockport Town Hall, Nottingham Royal Theatre, Hjorring Hall in Denmark, St Columb’s Hall in North Ireland, and in several touring concerts in the UK. 
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