MUSIC AT WESLEY

TUESDAY LUNCHTIME CONCERT
Wesley Church Centre, St John St, Chester CH1 1DA 
June 9th 2026, 12.45pm

LAURA JELLICOE: FLUTE
HARVEY DAVIES : PIANO


Tambourin								Gossec (1734 – 1829)

Sonata in C								Telemann (1681 – 1767)
· Cantabile
· Allegro

First Sonata for Flute and Piano 				Martinu (1890 – 1959)
· Allegro moderato, 
· Adagio,
· Allegro poco moderato)

Le Merle Noir (‘The Blackbird’)					Messiaen (1908 – 92) 

Beau Soir								Debussy (1862 – 1918) 

The Herdsmaiden’s Dance					Alfvén (1872 – 1960) 


 		



Thank you for supporting this recital. The retiring collection (suggested minimum donation £4 per person) covers performer, performing rights and other direct expenses, with the balance in aid of Wesley Church funds. If you are a taxpayer it would be much appreciated if you would donate using a Gift Aid envelope (just add your name, house number & post code).
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Laura Jellicoe grew up in Lancashire, and studied at the RNCM with Clare Southworth, Richard Davis and Peter Lloyd, later enjoying private lessons with Michael Cox and Kate Hill. Early on she was a finalist in both the BBC TV and Radio 2 Young Musician of the Year competitions, and in 1992 she won 1st prize in the British Flute Society’s International Young Artist competition, chaired by James Galway. 

Before completing her studies at the RNCM, she joined the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic, playing 2nd flute with and learning from the legendary Colin Chambers, as well as playing 1st flute for many concerts and recordings. She also went on to perform several concertos with the orchestra, and with the inspirational Vernon Handley as her mentor she also conducted them in around 40 Schools concerts. 

She left the RLPO in 2002 in order to pursue a freelance career, and she now plays with many of the UK orchestras including BBC Symphony, Academy of St Martin in the Fields, London Mozart Players, Halle and the English Symphony Orchestra, where she is Principal Flute. Her other love is teaching – she taught at Chethams for 10 years and is now Professor of Flute at the Royal Academy of Music in London, alongside being Tutor in Flute at the RNCM. With so many of her former students now playing in the profession, one of her biggest joys is turning up to a gig to find she is sitting alongside one! 

Her favourite hobby is spending time with friends, but she also loves hill walking in the Lake District with her husband and trying to learn Italian!


Harvey Davies studied the piano with Helen Davies and David Parkhouse then with Ryszard Bakst at the RNCM. His career as a chamber musician has taken him to four continents and throughout the UK.

With his wife, the ‘cellist Heather Bills, Harvey founded the Manchester-based chamber group The Pleyel Ensemble in 2011. Comprising wind, strings and piano, the Pleyels are known for championing British chamber music and lesser-known Classical works. The Ensemble runs concert series in Mellor and Didsbury and has given hundreds of concerts across the UK. In 2019/20 they were Making Music featured Artists for the second time in three years. The Pleyel Ensemble have released a pioneering four-volume set of the chamber music of Arnold Cooke on the MPR label. Most of the works recorded are world premières. 2024  saw the release of a disc of first recordings of the piano trios and works for ‘cello and piano by Thomas Pitfield on the Divine Art label. Their recent projects have included programming all of Mozart’s works for piano and violin with Sarah Ewins, the complete Haydn piano trios with Sarah and Heather Bills and Beethoven’s complete chamber music with piano in their Didsbury concert series, a project which ran to 33 concerts. Currently, the ensemble is exploring the chamber works of Schubert through an extensive series at Emmanuel Church, Didsbury.

Harvey is Professor of Piano and a staff pianist at the RNCM from where he received a PhD in 2022 for his work on the life and music of composer Arnold Cooke. He has collaborated with many eminent musicians including the Alberni, Benyounes, Callino and Carducci Quartets, Atar Arad, Alison Balsom, James Bowman, Rebecca Evans, James Gilchrist, Toby Spence, Tony Halstead, Janet Hilton, Guy Johnston, Jennifer Pike and Elena Urioste and as a freelance player, Harvey has worked with the Hallé Orchestra, RLPO, Manchester Camerata, Northern Chamber Orchestra, Manchester Collective and Ensemble 10/10.
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