MUSIC AT WESLEY
TUESDAY LUNCHTIME CONCERT
Wesley Church Centre, St John St, Chester CH1 1DA
February 24th 2026, 12.45pm
HWAN HEE KIM (Piano)

Sheep May Safely Graze					J.S. Bach (1685 – 1750) arr. E. Petri

Waldszenen (Forest Scenes), Op. 82			Robert Schumann (1810 – 56)
1. Eintritt (Entry)
2. Jäger auf der Lauer (Hunters on the Lookout)
3. Einsame Blumen (Lonely Flowers)
4. Verrufene Stelle (Haunted Place)
5. Freundliche Landschaft (Friendly Landscape)
6. Herberge (Wayside Inn)
7. Vogel als Prophet (Bird as Prophet)
8. Jagdlied (Hunting Song)
9. Abschied (Farewell)

Liebesträume No. 3 in Ab major 			Franz Liszt (1811 – 86)

Prelude in D major Op. 23, No. 4			Sergei Rachmaninov (1873 – 1943)

Ballade No. 5 (Seungmu, Korean Monk’s Dance)	Kuk-jin Kim (1930 – 2020)


FUTURE ‘MUSIC AT WESLEY’ LUNCHTIME CONCERTS 
		             Tuesday Lunchtime Concerts Series, 12.45pm. Retiring collection. 
				March 3rd:		Ben Holland (violin), John Gough (piano)
March 10th:		Chetham’s School of Music Brass Ensembles
March 17th:		Yuki Kagajo (piano)

Saturday Lunchtime Organ Recitals, 12.45pm. Retiring collection
	March 21st:		Brian Heald (Wesley)
           		      	
Thank you for supporting this recital. The retiring collection (suggested minimum donation £4 per person) covers performer, performing rights and other direct expenses, with the balance in aid of Wesley Church funds. If you are a taxpayer it would be much appreciated if you would donate using a Gift Aid envelope (just add your name, house number & post code).
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Hwan Hee Kim is a South Korean pianist whose international career bridges performance and cultural research. Based in Manchester, he is pursuing success in the final year of a PhD in piano performance at the Royal Northern College of Music, (RNCM), actively championing the piano works of Korean composer Kuk-jin Kim (1930 – 2020).
Renowned for his expressive and thoughtful interpretations, Hwan Hee has performed in major venues across the UK and Europe, including recitals in London, Manchester, Birmingham, Shrewsbury, Aberdeen, Chur, Novi Sad and Prague, as well as giving masterclasses in Serbia and the Philippines. His recent performances include a prestigious appearance in the RNCM Spotlight Series, the opening Didsbury Coffee Concert of 2025, a recital at the renowned St Bride’s Church in the City of London, a lecture recital in the Milton Court Concert Hall at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama, as part of a major international conference, and giving the final recital in the ‘New Talent’ Series at the Korean Cultural Centre UK recently.
Hwan Hee has won multiple awards in international piano competitions, including the top prize at the Art Duo International Music Festival in Prague, and prizes at competitions in Vienna, Milan, Hong Kong, California, and Helsinki. These accolades reflect his versatility as a pianist, fluent in both the romantic and contemporary repertoire.
Drawing on a decade of high-level training under distinguished teachers such as Nita Quinto, Jourdann Petalver, László Baranyay, Rustam Shaykhutdinov and Adam Swayne, Hwan Hee brings depth, clarity and cultural narrative to the stage. His current focus is introducing the rarely heard piano works of Kuk-jin Kim to new audiences. Hwan Hee has premiered many of Kuk-jin’s pieces internationally, using annotated manuscripts acquired through direct collaboration with the composer’s family and one of his pupils.
Through these performances, Hwan Hee aims to reframe perceptions of Korea’s musical identity within the global classical music scene by presenting the powerful blend of tradition, storytelling and pianistic craft that come together in Kuk-jin Kim’s ‘Sound of Korea.’ Hwan Hee is also uploading his performance videos to his YouTube channel HH Piano Studio to begin the creation of a unique archive of Kuk-jin Kim’s piano works.
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