MUSIC AT WESLEY
TUESDAY LUNCHTIME CONCERT
Wesley Church Centre, St John St, Chester CH1 1DA 
December 15th 2026, 12.45pm
Gina McCormack – Violin
Jordi Bitlloch - Piano
	

Sonatina No. 3 in G minor D 408 (1817)		Schubert (1797 – 1828)
Allegro giusto
Andante
Menuetto: Allegro vivace
Allegro moderato
	
Sonata in EЬ major Op. 18 (1887)			Richard Strauss (1864 – 1949)
 Allegro ma non troppo
Andante cantabile
Andante - Allegro
	

                                  FUTURE ‘MUSIC AT WESLEY’ CONCERTS

 			Tuesday Lunchtime Concerts Series, 12.45pm.  Retiring collection.
    	 	December 22nd:		William Bracken (piano)
                              ---------------------------------------Christmas break---------------------------------------
		January 5th:		Minsung Park (piano)
		Januray 12th:		Chetham’s School of Music Pianists
                                                               
 			Saturday Lunchtime Organ Recitals, 12.45pm. Retiring collection.
           		      	December 19th:	 Christmas Music performed by Claire Heald (contralto),
                                                                           Jeremy Heald (piano) and Brian Heald (organ)


Thank you for supporting this recital. The retiring collection (suggested minimum donation £5 per person) covers performer, performing rights and other direct expenses, with the balance in aid of Wesley Church funds. If you are a taxpayer it would be much appreciated if you would donate using a Gift Aid envelope (just add your name, house number & post code).
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Gina McCormack is well established as one of Britain’s leading artists, with regular performances as a soloist and chamber musician at venues across the country and abroad. She made her recital debut in London at the Wigmore Hall at the age of 21 and has appeared many times since then in both that Hall and at the South Bank Centre, and at venues and Festivals across the country. Gina has performed as soloist with the Hallé and Royal Philharmonic Orchestras, the Scottish Chamber Orchestra and the former Bournemouth Sinfonietta. Solo tours abroad have taken her to France, Norway, Denmark, the Czech Republic, South Africa and South America, and most recently to Austria and Switzerland.

Gina studied with György Pauk at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama, London, and attended masterclasses with Sandor Vegh (at the Salzburg Mozarteum and at Prussia Cove in Cornwall), Dorothy DeLay, Andras Mihaly and Siegmund Nissel (from the Amadeus Quartet). While still a student, she was a prizewinner at the Royal Overseas League Music Competition in London and at the International Young Concert Artists’ Competition in Tunbridge Wells, where she has since returned to serve on the jury.

Gina has over twenty years’ experience as a quartet leader. For many years she was the leader of the Sorrel Quartet, with whom she was frequently heard on BBC Radio Three. The quartet made twelve CDs for Chandos Records, of works by Britten, Mendelssohn, Schubert and the complete cycle of Shostakovich quartets. Their Elgar CD was chosen as one of Classic FM’s records of the year and was Editor’s Choice in Gramophone Magazine. The group also recorded John Pickard’s Quartets on the Dutton label.

She then led the Maggini Quartet for two years, leaving that group in March 2010 to focus on her solo work, continuing a long association with her duo partner, pianist Nigel Clayton. Most recently, she spent two years as first violinist of the Brodsky Quartet, with a hugely busy concert schedule in the UK and abroad. Highlights were tours of Australia, New Zealand and Mexico. She made the tough decision to leave the group in February 2021, needing to be closer to home for family reasons, and will be returning once again to her solo work.

Gina McCormack is also well-known as a teacher, having spent 11 years as professor of Violin at Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music and Dance (formerly Trinity College of Music) in London, followed by 7 years at the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland in Glasgow.  She is currently teaching at the Royal Northern College of Music, Manchester, and also gives regular masterclasses both in the UK and at summer festivals abroad. She frequently coaches amateur musicians, finding their deep love and knowledge of music rejuvenating.

Gina’s passion for dance has led to a long association with the choreographer Matthew Bourne, whose New Adventures orchestra she has led for many years, being part of his very first iconic production of “Swan Lake” and so many other award-winning shows since then. She has also continued her long association with the London Chamber Orchestra throughout her busy career, a special highlight of which was playing for the wedding of the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge.

Jordi Bitlloch was born in France in a musical family, Jordi is currently based in Manchester (UK). Since his breakthrough at the International Beethoven Competition in Bonn, where he won Second Prize and Audience Prize, he has been performing regularly through the UK and abroad and has appeared at renowned venues and festivals such as the Beethoven Halle, Klavierfestival Ruhr, Purcell Room, Leeds Clothworkers Centenary Concert Hall, Windsor Festival and Music at Paxton.

Equally adept in solo and collaborative settings, Jordi has performed with a wide range of musicians and ensembles, such as Gina McCormack, Leland Chen, Ursula Smith, Elias Quartet, Aestus Quartet and Wenchun Fan. He has been a SongEasel Young Artist and was Junior Fellow in Accompaniment at the Royal Northern College of Music, where he is a staff accompanist. 

Jordi attended the Yehudi Menuhin School in Surrey (UK) as a teenager, studying under Ruth Nye, and later the University of Arts in Berlin (Germany) under Pascal Devoyon, where he earned Diplom and Konzertexamen degrees in performance. During those years he attended courses and masterclasses with Ferenc Rados, Klaus Hellwig, Heime Müller (chamber music), Dietrich Fiescher-Dieskau and Eric Schneider (vocal accompaniment). 

Jordi’s curiosity extends outside music, and he is particularly interested in environmental and social issues. He has earned Bachelor of Science and Master of Science degrees in Geography from the universities of Barcelona and Manchester, and has worked in professional settings related to environmental monitoring and water management. 
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