MUSIC AT WESLEY
TUESDAY LUNCHTIME CONCERT
Wesley Church Centre, St John St, Chester CH1 1DA
May 5th 2026, 12.45pm

THE APRICITY TRIO
Nathan Quilter 		- Clarinet 
Madelaine Napier 	- Cello
Alicja Kojder 			- Piano 



Clarinet Trio in A minor Op. 114			Brahms (1833 – 97)
I. Allegro
II. Adagio
III. Andantino grazioso – Trio
IV. Allegro

Clarinet Trio in D minor (1913)				John Ireland (1879 – 1962)
I. Allegro non troppo
II. Scherzo - Vivace
III. Lento - Con moto


FUTURE ‘MUSIC AT WESLEY’ CONCERTS
[bookmark: _Hlk139949441]      Tuesday Lunchtime Concert Series, 12.45pm, Retiring collection
 			May 12th:		Yuxuan Zhao (piano)
May 19th:		Rachel Fillhart (clarinet), John Gough (piano)
May 26th:		Richard Haslam (guitar)

       Saturday Organ Recitals Series, 12.45pm, Retiring collection 
May 16th:		Jeremy Heald (Wesley)

Thank you for supporting this recital. The retiring collection (suggested minimum donation £4 per person) covers performer, performing rights and other direct expenses, with the balance in aid of Wesley Church funds. If you are a taxpayer it would be much appreciated if you would donate using a Gift Aid envelope (just add your name, house number & post code).
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The Apricity Trio is a dynamic and aspiring ensemble of musicians studying at the Royal College of Music. Madelaine, Alicja and Nathan took a liking to the word ‘apricity’, meaning ‘the warmth of the sun’, as a partially obsolete word whose beauty they hope to revive!  The three met early in the 2023 academic year and quickly began to explore a variety of exciting repertoire, starting with the lesser-known Trio in B flat major Op. 29 by the French composer Vincent D’Indy. After showcasing this unique work at the Rhyl Music Club in Wales in October 2024, after which they launched into the musical world of Robert Muczynski and his ‘Fantasy Trio’ Op.26. The trio next decided to learn Beethoven’s charming trio in B flat major Op. 11 No.4, nicknamed the ‘Gassenhauer’, and then the works in today’s programme.

The Apricity trio has also had the pleasure of working on their repertoire at the Royal College with esteemed performers and teachers Jakob Kullberg, Sinéad O’Halloran, Anna Hashimoto, Timothy Lines, Richard Hosford, and Gemma Rosefield. This year they look forward to further coaching in the upcoming terms, and the chance to perform again at various venues with new repertoire including Spell by Per Nørgård and Andrew Zemlinski’s Trio Op. 3.

Essex born clarinettist, Nathan Quilter currently studies with a full scholarship at the Royal College of Music under the tuition of Tim lines, Richard Hosford and Paul Richards.  Nathan has kindly been aided by the Essex Community Foundation, Essex Young Musicians Trust and is the proud recipient of the Belinda Starling Award.  Nathan has performed with a number of different orchestras performing in countries such as Austria, Belgium, the Netherlands and Germany. These orchestras include Essex Youth Orchestra, Essex Youth Symphonic Wind Orchestra, Young Musician Symphony Orchestra and the RCM Philharmonic Orchestra. Nathan also performed as a soloist with Essex Youth Orchestra on their recent tour of Germany. Nathan particularly enjoys playing chamber music and has performed with a number of chamber groups alongside the Apricity Trio. These include the Trinity Laban Bass Clarinet Ensemble in Camerino Italy in 2019 and is a member of the Frost Quartet. As well as chamber, Nathan has performed in a number of solo performances including a recital in Southwold Music Festival and has won awards in competitions including Essex Young Musicians Trust Award from Essex Young Musician of the Year and Belinda Starling Award during a master class with Emma Johnson.

Alicja Kojder is a Polish pianist who was born in the UK. She began playing the piano at the age of four, and by the age of six was winning local piano competitions. At seven she passed her exams to Chetham’s School of Music in Manchester and became the youngest student to ever attend the school. Alicja has won 1st prize in the Subcarpathian Chopin Competition for Youth in Rzeszów, Poland as well as top prizes in various piano competitions in the UK, USA, Canada, Italy, Spain, Serbia, Bosnia, Croatia, Macedonia and Poland. She graduated from Chetham’s in 2023 after performing in the Stoller Hall, and was awarded the Dennis Midwood Prize for Keyboard.  She was awarded entrance at the Royal College of Music, where she is currently studying under the direction of Richard Uttley. Last year Alicja performed a solo recital in Warsaw at the VII European Festival of Academies in November as a representative of the UK, as well as an opening concert for the Miele Canto Music School in London. She participated in the 2025 International Piano Festival in Sanok Poland, receiving a financial award for her performance of Chopin, whose works she also showcased at the Stoller Hall in Manchester this March, as well as various church venues in London. She is looking forward to performing a solo recital at the Chopin Salon in Warsaw this year.

Madelaine Napier is currently studying cello at the Royal College of Music under the tutelage of Gemma Rosefield. 
As an Undergraduate, Madelaine has taken part in a range of projects, performs in multiple chamber groups and orchestras such at The Albion Orchestra, YMSO and the RCM Philharmonic and Symphony Orchestras. For almost a decade, she also played in the National Youth String Orchestra. During her studies Madelaine has been invited to take part in masterclasses in Italy, Denmark, Austria and the UK. She looks forward to a week of masterclasses with the Scandinavian Cello School in the spring.  Madelaine has a passion for collaborative and cross-medium projects and has previously starred in the BOUND production at Barge, Southbank, London. She worked closely with the director Amber Jarman-Crainey and New York based composer Ann Warren to develop the music for the immersive production, incorporating movement within the piece. Outside of her studies, Madelaine has organised and taken part in almost 10 successful charity concerts at St. Luke’s Church West Holloway in London. This allows her to raise money for causes she is passionate about, alongside giving herself and her peers an opportunity to perform. She programmes items that showcase different musical styles alongside more traditional classical repertoire. Most recently this included Tchaikovsky’s String Serenade in collaboration with The Albion Orchestra. By popular demand, she is already planning a series of 2027 and 2028 concerts - and looks forward to devising immersive events that incorporate art as well as dance into the musical performances. 
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